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HEP FREE HAWAIʻI
• Over 80 local, national, and global partner 

agencies, including fiscal sponsorship by 
CHOW Project (www.chowproject.org) 

Founded 2011

Coalition

Integration

http://www.chowproject.org/


HEP FREE HAWAIʻI STRUCTURE
Medical 

Advisory Board
Co-Directors 

CHOW Board

Hepatitis Care 
Coordinators and 

Educators 

Partner Agencies



Hep B 
and C
• 60 

thousand

Liver 
Cancer
• 75% 

due to 
Hep B/C

Deaths
• Highest 

rate  of 
liver 
cancer 
deaths

HEPATITIS IN HAWAII

More than 1 out of 20 people!

US Cancer Statistics 1999-2014. Wong, Linda, AJS 2015. 
U.S. Census Bureau 2014. 



HEPATITIS IN HAWAII
Asians, Pacific Islanders 

Hep B

Born 1945-1965 
Hep C

People who inject drugs
Hep B and C



HAWAII’S POPULATION

U.S. Census Bureau 2010 (http://quickfacts.census.gov).

General PI/NH Asian Foreign

HI 1.3 
million 10% 40% 17%

US 308 
million 0.2% 5% 12%

http://quickfacts.census.gov/


IMPACT: ASIANS/
PACIFIC ISLANDERS

• 1 out of 2 
people in 
Hawaii are 
API

• 1 out of 10 
born outside 
the U.S.



IMPACT: BABY BOOMERS

• Born 1945 to 
1965
• 1/33 have hep C
• Should get tested
• 1 out of 6 people 

in Hawaii are 
baby boomers. 



IMPACT: PEOPLE WHO 
USE DRUGS



YOUTH AND RX PAIN MEDS
• 1 in 8 (12.2%) public high school students

*Ever took prescription pain medication without a doctor’s 
prescription or differently than a doctor told them to use it

Source: Hawaii Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2017

1 in 15 (6.8%) 
public middle 

school students

1 in 8 (12.2%) 

public high school 

students



INTERSECTIONAL 
FRAMEWORK

• Look broadly
• Build relationships

• Identify opportunities
• Determine impact

Assess

Partner

Innovate

Evaluate



LOOK BROADLY
• Drug User Health

• Wound Care
• Overdose Prevention
• Law Enforcement

• Immigrant/Migrant
• Cancer Prevention
• Veterans/Military
• Pharmacies
• Corrections



RELATIONSHIP CAPITAL

Know your 
Value
• Services
• Strengths

Show your 
value
• Data
• Presence

Know their 
value
• Mission
• Overlap



MICRONESIAN COMMUNITY

• Grant
• ContactsHSNH

• Buy In
• CultureMELWP

Rensely Alik and volunteers, 
Micronesian Education for Liver 

Wellness Program



COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CENTERS

• Medical 
Home

• Wrap 
Around 
Services

• Insurance/
Billing

• Language 
Access



1426 
screened

6.1% 
positive

46.2% 
Micronesian

87.4% 1st

med appt

93.9% 
negative

80.6% VX or 
SAB+

COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CENTERS

Hep B at Kalihi-Palama

DOH Data, August 2013-August 2016



PHARMACIES 
& MINUTE 
CLINICS
• Assess and refer
• Hep C rapid 

testing
• USPSTF/ACA



20/44
clients

20
medical

10 
treated

9
cured 

CARE COORDINATION

Hep Free Hawaii Data
July 2015 - June 2016



CHANGING SYSTEMS
• Access 
• Systems, stakeholders, research, and best practices
• Advocacy
• local, national, 

global
• Alignment
• Strategy and 

messaging
• Reducing duplication 

of efforts 
• Diminishing missed 

opportunities



ADVOCACY



MOVING FORWARD
• Released March 2018

• Align with NASEM, 
HHS, WHO

• Formalize our values

• Keep goals simple
• Build Infrastructure
• Identify Champions
• Increase Access

http://www.hepfreehawaii.org/news/2018/3/
2/hawaii-strategic-plan-2018-2020

http://www.hepfreehawaii.org/news/2018/3/2/hawaii-strategic-plan-2018-2020


JOIN OUR EFFORTS!
1. Share our plan

2. Email list

3. Social media

4. Partner agency

5. Reach out!



Co-Directors
Hlusk@chowproject.org

Thaddeus.Pham@doh.Hawaii.gov

www.hepfreehawaii.org
@hepfreehawaii on social media

mailto:Hlusk@chowproject.org
mailto:Thaddeus.Pham@doh.Hawaii.gov
http://www.hepfreehawaii.org/

