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• Disproportionately impacts Asian 
Americans, Pacific Islanders, and African 
Immigrants 

• Asian Americans make up 50% of chronic 
infections in the U.S. 

• Medications need to be taken daily.
⚬ Stopping suddenly or taking 

sporadically can cause the virus to flare 
and increase risk of liver disease or 
liver cancer

• If untreated, 1 in 4 will suffer from liver 
disease or liver cancer 

Hepatitis B 
in the U.S.



The Issue 

WHO ARE  WE  HE ARIN G 
F ROM ?  

• Nurses
• Family Members
• Patients
• Parents (children)
• Retirees

WHAT  ARE  T HE Y  
SAY IN G?  

• 4,000 deductibles before cost-
sharing  
• $1,200/month copays
• $478/month for generic 

entevacir
• $2,400/month



ADVERSE 
DRUG 
TIERING
Unfair ways for insurance 
companies to place the cost of 
medications onto the consumer

Key Takeaways: 
• Illegal
• Discriminatory
• Typically done through hidden 

benefit plan designs



Mandatory Physcian's 
Approval for First-Line 
or Generics

Placing Most or All 
Hepatitis B Treatments 
on a High Tier

Examples of 
Adverse 
Drug Tiering

Coinsurance Rates

Generic Treatments 
with High Cost-Shares



CONSUMER
PROTECTIONS

1) Americans with Disabilities Act - 2013
2) Affordable Care Act - 2010

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

Federal law states that it is illegal for companies to include a benefit desgin 
in their incurance plan that discriminates against individuals based upon 
age, race, disability, gender, health condition, and other factors 



Insurance 
Definitions

COIN SU RAN CE  
Percentage of the cost of a 
medication that the consumer must 
pay
ex. 30% coinsurance of $830 is $249 a 
month (entecavir) 

COPAY
Set rate you pay for a medication no 
matter the cost 
ex. $15 copay for a generic drug 

COST-SH ARIN G
Sharing the cost of treatment with 
your insurance company 



Drug Definitions

GE N E RIC

Created to be the same as 
a brand-name drug in 
strength performance, 

and quality 

BRAN D N AM E

FDA-approved and 
receives the first patent 

for its creation

F IRST-L IN E  
T RE AT M E N T

Preferred by both doctor 
and consumer for 

effectiveness & lack of 
side-effects



OUR METHODOLOGY 

Based upon a similar analysis  & 
successful policy  actions that were 

taken by the AIDS Institute & the 
National Health Law Program in 2014 



State Analysis 
Examined Based 
On.. . .

• Federal Exchange 

• FDA Approved 

Treatments

• Silver Level Plans 



The Treatments 



Breakdown

I NS UR ANCE  P LANS  W I TH   
CO I NS UR ANCE  CO S T-

S H AR E S  O N TH E  H I G H E S T  
T I E R S

H BV  GE NE R I C  DR UG 
P LACE ME NT BY  

I NS UR ANCE  CO MPANY  

14 states, 81 Insurance Companies, 205 Plans



State
Comparison
Companies with one or more generics

on a high tier



State
Comparison

Plans with coinsurance rates on the high 
tiers 



Deductible 
Findings

52% 
Of plans had a deductible 
over $3,000



Findings Copays for lower tiers, 
coinsurance for higher 
tiers

Drug doses/forms for the 
same treatment varied 
greatly 

General trend of requiring 
dedutibles to be met 
before cost-sharing 
began for highest tiers 

Benchmark plan 
standards were not met 
by the majority of plans 



Other Common Barriers to Access

P RI O R 
AUTH O RI Z AT I O N

NO  MAI L  
O RDE R 
O P T I O NS

H I GH E R CO S TS  
FO R MAI L  
O RDE RS



BARACLUDE 
(ENTECAVIR)

www.baraclude.

bmscustomerconnect.c

om

ALL 
MEDICATIONS

www.rxoutreach.org

www.prescriptionhope.

com

www.copays.org/

disease/hepatitis-b

www.goodrx.org

www.needymeds.org

ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES

www.hepb.org

www.pparx.org

www.panfoundation.org

www.healthwellfoundat

ion.org

www.mygooddays.org

VEMLIDY
(TENOFOVIR 

ALADENAMIDE)

www.vemlidy.com

TREATMENT RESOURCES



• Despite the ACA, adverse drug tiering 

is occurring in multiple states

• No federal definition for a 

specialty drug - decided by states & 

insurance carriers

• Medications need to be taken daily

• Insurance companies can change 

formularies throughout the year

• It is extremely important for 

hepatitis B medications to be both 

affordable and accessible

Conclusions



Thank you!
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