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About the 
Hepatitis B 
Foundation

BARUCH S. BLUMBERG RESEARCH 

INSTITUTE
⚬ Biomedical Research - drug discovery & 

early detection methods for cirrhosis 

and HCC

HBF
⚬ Outreach & Education

⚬ Public Health Research

⚬ Policy & Advocacy

⚬ Education & Training

⚬ PA Biotechnology Center & Biotech 

Incubator 

The only national non-profit dedicated to finding a cure and 

improving the quality of life for those affected by hepatitis B 

worldwide



• Founded in 2012 with support from 
HHS Office of Minority Health

• More than 60 organizations in 37 
cities and 28 states

◻ Mission - Hep B United is a national 
coalition dedicated to reducing the 
health disparities associated with 
hepatitis B by increasing awareness, 
screening, vaccination, and linkage 
to care for high-risk communities 
across the United States.

Hep B United
A National Coalition



About AAPCHO.
The Association of Asian Pacific Community 
Health Organizations (AAPCHO) was formed to 
create a national voice to advocate for the 
unique and diverse health needs of AA and 
NHPI communities and the community health 
providers that serve their needs.



Mission & Impact
AAPCHO is dedicated to promoting 
advocacy, collaboration, and 
leadership that improves the 
health status and access of Asian 
Americans (AAs), Native Hawaiians 
(NHs), and Pacific Islanders (PIs) 
within the United States, the U.S. 
territories, and the Freely 
Associated States.





Our Mission
The TB Elimination Alliance is a national partnership 
of community leaders dedicated to eliminating TB 
and LTBI inequities among Asian American and 
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander populations through 
education, raising awareness, and innovation.

Our Vision
Healthy communities free of tuberculosis.



Hep B 101
Hepatitis B
•Bloodborne
•Vaccine preventable
•Can become chronic
•No cure, but lifelong treatment
•U = U
•17,650 newly reported chronic cases in 
2023
•14,400 estimated new acute cases in 
2023
•Cases have plateaued after years of 
declining numbers
•Estimated prevalence of 
862,000-2,400,000

•25% of chronic hepatitis B 
infections progress to liver cancer or 
cirrhosis
•5-10% of chronic cases lead to liver 
cancer without cirrhosis
•Most widespread infectious 
disease globally (~300M)
•~66% unaware of status
•Can lead to Hepatitis D(elta) virus
•Rates remain low in children and 
adolescents, likely due to childhood 
vaccinations



Hep B and Liver Cancer
By the Numbers:  

From 2013-2017 in the U.S., liver cancer was... 
•the fifth most common cause of cancer death for men overall; 
•second most common cause of cancer death among API men; 
•Fourth most common cancer death among AI/AN and Hispanic 
males. 
•Asians and Blacks (African Immigrant & African American) with HBV 
have risk of HCC that is 11 to 17-fold higher compared to Whites. 
•The 5-year liver cancer survival rate is low, at just 21%



TB 101
What is TB?
•TB is spread from person to person 
through the air
•TB is a disease caused by bacteria 
called Mycobacterium tuberculosis. The 
bacteria, or TB germs, usually attack the 
lungs. However, TB germs can attack 
any part of the body such as the kidney, 
spine, or brain
•Pulmonary TB is TB in the lungs
•Extrapulmonary TB is TB in places 
other than the lungs, such as the kidney, 
spine, or brain
•Not everyone infected with TB germs 
becomes sick

•TB is not a disease of the past
•Too many people in the United 
States still suffer from TB
•10.8 million cases were reported 
worldwide in 2023
•In 2023, there were 9,633 cases of 
TB disease in the United States, the 
highest reported since 2013. 
•TB is a serious disease that can 
cause a person to become very sick 
if not treated with medicine
•Treatments are available to 
prevent and cure TB

Source: CDC



Hepatitis B Care 
Cascade 
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LTBI Care Cascade
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Source: Preventing TB in Your Clinical Setting, CDPH, TB Control Branch



•Spread by direct contact with infected blood

•Most commonly from a mother to her newborn 

during childbirth 
⚬ Infants exposed to hepatitis B during childbirth 

have a 90% chance of developing a chronic or 

lifelong infection of hepatitis B. 

⚬ Treatment during pregnancy can help prevent 

transmission

•Unprotected sex with an infected individual

•Use of contaminated or unsterile medical or 

injection equipment  
•~35% of new cases could be due to drug use

Hepatitis B Transmission



Liver Cancer (HCC)

Cirrhosis Liver TransplantAcute Infection

Liver Failure
 (Decompensation) 

Death

30%-40%
Chronic Infection

5%-10%

Hepatitis B Disease Progression

Moyer LA, Mast EE. Am J Prev Med. 1994;10(suppl):45-55.  2. Perrillo RP, et al. Hepatology. 

2001;33:424-432. 



 TB Progression
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• Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific 

Islanders

• Comprise less than 6% of the U.S. population, 

but account for over 60% of all chronic 

hepatitis B cases in the country

• African Immigrants

• Communities can have infection rates as high 

as 18% 

• People who inject drugs 

• People with HIV and hepatitis C

• People with kidney disease/diabetes

• However, anyone can be at some degree of risk for 

hepatitis B in their lifetime.

Health Disparities - Who is Impacted by 
Hepatitis B in the U.S.? 

2023 Stats
• The rate of newly reported chronic hepatitis B cases 

among non-Hispanic Asian/Pacific Islander (A/PI) 
persons (18.9 cases per 100,000 population) was 9.9 
times as high as the rate among non-Hispanic White 
persons (1.9 cases per 100,000 population).

• The rate of newly reported chronic hepatitis B cases 
was highest among persons aged 30–39 and 40–49; 
these two age groups combined accounted for 46% of 
all newly reported chronic hepatitis B cases.
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Universal 
One-time 
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Screening for
Adults 18 and 
older

via 
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There are also approved drugs for both adults and children that control 
the hepatitis B virus, which helps reduce the risk of developing more 
serious liver disease, but there is still no complete cure.

Current treatments for hepatitis B fall into two general categories:  

● Immune modulator Drugs – These are interferon-type drugs that 
boost the immune system to help get rid of the hepatitis B virus. 
They are given as a shot (similar to how insulin is given to people 
with diabetes) over 6 months to 1 year.

● Antiviral Drugs – These are drugs that stop or slow down the 
hepatitis B virus from reproducing, which reduces the 
inflammation and damage of your liver. These are taken as a pill 
once a day for at least 1 year and usually longer.

It is important to know that not everyone with chronic hepatitis B infection 
needs to be treated. This can be difficult to accept when first diagnosed 
because taking a drug to get rid of the virus seems like the first step to 
getting better. Current treatments, however, are generally found to be 
most effective in those who show signs of active liver disease (e.g. 
through a physical exam, blood tests and imaging studies such as an 
ultrasound).

How is Hepatitis B Treated?





























Questions?


