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Translating Hep B Data
What we did in Hawaiʻi

Thaddeus Pham (he/him), MPH – Hawaiʻi Dept. of Health                                   July 16, 2024
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Donʻt get mad, get data



2022 National Ryan White Conference on HIV Care & Treatment 4
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The question is...

What can you do 
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The question is...

What can you do 
with what you have? 
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Numbers and rates (per 100,000) of reported cases of ACUTE 
HEPATITIS B virus infection, by state or jurisdiction, United States, 
2016–20201

State or 
Jurisdiction

2016
No.

2016
Rate

2017
No.

2017
Rate

2018
No.

2018
Rate

2019
No.

2019
Rate

2020
No.

2020
Rate

Alabama 59 1.2 82 1.7 48 1.0 75 1.5 61 1.2

Alaska 6 0.8 9 1.2 7 0.9 6 0.8 4 0.5

Arizona 14 0.2 26 0.4 23 0.3 28 0.4 18 0.2

Arkansas 49 1.6 46 1.5 47 1.6 39 1.3 36 1.2

California 115 0.3 126 0.3 105 0.3 111 0.3 53 0.1

Colorado 28 0.5 32 0.6 21 0.4 17 0.3 13 0.2

Connecticut 7 0.2 10 0.3 10 0.3 3 0.1 — —

Delaware 3 0.3 9 0.9 7 0.7 12 1.2 7 0.7

District of 
Columbia

U U U U U U U U U U

Florida 558 2.7 588 2.8 617 2.9 595 2.8 456 2.1

Georgia 100 1.0 106 1.0 179 1.7 114 1.1 104 1.0

Hawaii — — — — 3 0.2 1 0.1 — —
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What Did We Have?
Local Context
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What Did We Have? 
Local Context

HI Health Matters

Laulima Claims 

US Cancer Stats2

CDC Wonder3
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What did we learn?
Sources into Data



2022 National Ryan White Conference on HIV Care & 
Treatment
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Figure 1. Age-adjusted rates of hepatitis B-associated death (per 100K), Hawaiʻi vs U.S.
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Figure 3. Three-year moving average rates of hepatitis B-associated death (per 100K),

statewide vs API populations
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How did we translate?
Data into Meaning
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What is truth?
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Align Efforts 
Data for Action 

•CDC

•Hep B United

•Community

MESSAGES

•Global Health

•US Government

•Local

PLANS

•Current Laws 

•Proposed Bills

•Budgets

POLICY
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Access at All Levels
Data for Action 

P
la

in
 L

an
gu

ag
e • Make simple

• Increase 
understanding

• Easier to 
translate 

Ta
lk

 S
to

ry • Less formal

• More story-
based

• Culturally 
congruent

P
ic

tu
re

s • Less words

• Relevant 
visuals

• Contrasting 
colors

https://www.archives.gov/open/plain-writing/10-principles.html
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Amplify Channels
Data for Action 
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Activate People
Data for Action 
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What did we do?
Data into Action
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Align
Data into Action 
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Align w Data
Data into Action 
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Align w Strategy
Data into Action 
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Access by Report
Data into Action 

https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction
/new-hep-b-mortality-article/

https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/new-hep-b-mortality-article/
https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/new-hep-b-mortality-article/
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Data into Action 

https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction
/new-hep-b-mortality-article/

Access by Infographic

https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/new-hep-b-mortality-article/
https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/new-hep-b-mortality-article/
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Data into Action 

https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction
/new-hep-b-mortality-article/

Access by Journal

https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/new-hep-b-mortality-article/
https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/new-hep-b-mortality-article/


27

Data into Action 

Access by Website
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Data into Action 

https://health.hawaii.gov/news/newsroom/doh-report-
finds-high-rates-of-hepatitis-b-and-liver-cancer-

mortality/

Amplify thru DOH

https://health.hawaii.gov/news/newsroom/doh-report-finds-high-rates-of-hepatitis-b-and-liver-cancer-mortality/
https://health.hawaii.gov/news/newsroom/doh-report-finds-high-rates-of-hepatitis-b-and-liver-cancer-mortality/
https://health.hawaii.gov/news/newsroom/doh-report-finds-high-rates-of-hepatitis-b-and-liver-cancer-mortality/
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Data into Action 

Amplify thru Media
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Data into Action 

Amplify thru Socials
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Data into Action 

https://centersfordiseasecontrol.sharefile.com/share/view/s2a0d856f8a754e8fac21c3b1196aec1e

Amplify thru Presenting

https://centersfordiseasecontrol.sharefile.com/share/view/s2a0d856f8a754e8fac21c3b1196aec1e
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Data into Action 

Activate Champions



WE CAN 
SAVE LIVES



https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/new-hep-b-mortality-article/

https://health.hawaii.gov/harmreduction/new-hep-b-mortality-article/


HOW CAN 
WE DO THIS?



36

Data into Action 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTJe1QaaTAc

Activate Policymakers

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTJe1QaaTAc
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The question is...

What can you do 
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The question is...

What can you do 
with what you have? 
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You can speak data

Align Access

Amplify Activate

Action
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Thoughts?
thaddeus.pham@doh.hawaii.gov 
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