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Prevalence
257 million people living with HBV
68% in Africa /Western Pacific
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Hepatitis B in the World







WHO Goals for the Elimination of Hepatitis

DL Thomas. N Engl J Med 2019;380:2041-2050.
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Global Elimination Strategy:
Core interventions with sufficient coverage would lead to elimination

Major gaps in HBV birth dose, harm reduction, testing and treatment



Progress of National viral hepatitis responses

As of February 2019, 124 countries had national 
hepatitis plans (published + draft)

Source: Global Reporting System on Hepatitis

National Response, 2017

- 135 responding countries

- 84 reporting viral hepatitis national plan

- 62 reporting civil society engagement

Civil Society Engagement and National Response, 2017

Number of countries with national plan, 2012-2019

Slide courtesy of PAHO/WHO



Virus Disease Burden in US CDC NCHHSTP Budget ‘18
$1,127,000,000

HBV
HCV

0.8-2.2 million
2.7-3.5 million

Division of Viral Hepatitis- $39 Million
3% (for all viral hepatitis, domestic/international)

HIV 1.1 million HIV/AIDS- $788 Million 
69% (domestic, not including international HIV 
work)

Hepatitis is Underfunded

10

• Those affected are often the silent minorities, not well represented 
politically



Resource gap in NIH research funding 
allocations & academic publications

HCV receives 2 x HBV funding, 
malaria 4.8x and HIV 66x



Global Diagnosis Rates are Low

Countries on target to reach WHO's interim target of 30% by 2020
Countries not on target to reach WHO's interim target of 30% by 2020

Data not available

Global HBV Dx Rates Global HCV Dx Rates





http://www.worldhepatitisday.org/

http://www.worldhepatitisday.org/




World Hepatitis Alliance: Our first 10 years

2007
WHA 

founded

2009
Viral hepatitis appears on 
WHO agenda, for the first 

time ever following 
advocacy by WHA

2011
The first 

WHO Official 
World 

Hepatitis Day

2016 
The World Health Assembly 

endorsed the Global Health Sector 
Strategy (GHSS)

2030 Goal of Viral Hepatitis 
Elimination

2008
First community 

led World 
Hepatitis Day

2010
Adoption of the first 
resolution on viral 

hepatitis (WHA pushed for 
it)

2012
WHO launches its 

Framework for Global 
Action on viral hepatitis

2013
WHA and WHO launch 

the Global Policy Report 
on the prevention and 

control of viral hepatitis

2014
WHA joins WHO Director-

General’s STAC-HEP 
on hepatitis

2015
WHA launches 

the World 
Hepatitis 
Summit 

Glasgow, 
Scotland

2016 
WHA launches NOhep

NOhep Medical 
Visionary Program 

launched

2017
WHO launches 

Global Hepatitis 
Report

2nd World 
Hepatitis Summi
Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Second WHO 
Resolution (WHA 

drafted it)





Diagnosis and 
awareness

Demand 
access

Create 
support

Encourage 
innovation

Drive 
prevention

325M AFFECTED          
290M UNDIAGNOSED 

WHA FOCUS: 

Save lives













Barriers to Diagnosis: 
Stigma, Discrimination & Low Awareness



Holding governments accountable: World Hepatitis Alliance civil society survey global findings report.
World Hepatitis Alliance, London; 2017http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/sites/default/files/resources/documents/holding_governments_accountable_-
_civil_society_survey_report.pdf

http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/sites/default/files/resources/documents/holding_governments_accountable_-_civil_society_survey_report.pdf


Holding governments accountable: World Hepatitis Alliance civil society survey global findings report.
World Hepatitis Alliance, London; 2017
http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/sites/default/files/resources/documents/holding_governments_accountable_-_civil_society_survey_report.pdf

http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/sites/default/files/resources/documents/holding_governments_accountable_-_civil_society_survey_report.pdf




What is Civil Society’s role in the 
government response?

Holding governments accountable: World Hepatitis Alliance civil society survey global findings report.
World Hepatitis Alliance, London; 2017http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/sites/default/files/resources/documents/holding_governments_accountable_-
_civil_society_survey_report.pdf

http://www.worldhepatitisalliance.org/sites/default/files/resources/documents/holding_governments_accountable_-_civil_society_survey_report.pdf


Be Alert and Ready to Act!



“Recognize that action to achieve universal health coverage by 2030 is 
inadequate and that the level of progress and investment to date is 
insufficient to meet target 3.8 of the Sustainable Development Goals, and 
that the world has yet to fulfil its promise of implementing, at all levels, 
measures to address the health needs of all, noting that:

…despite major health gains over the past decades, including increased life 
expectancy, the reduction of maternal and under-5 mortality rates, and 
successful campaigns against major diseases, challenges remain with 
regard to emerging and re-emerging diseases, non-communicable 
diseases, mental disorders and other mental health conditions as well as 
neurological disorders, communicable diseases including HIV/AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and malaria, antimicrobial resistance, noting that non-
communicable diseases account for over 70% of all deaths in the age group 
30-69…”



Join #NOhep to eliminate viral hepatitis!
We have the tools; We need a movement



Patients & Community Driving Change



Nick Walsh MD PhD
Regional Advisor, Viral Hepatitis
Department of Communicable Diseases and Environmental Determinants of Health
Pan American Health Organization/ WHO Regional Office for the Americas



• National level engagement
• Global strategy and targets, monitoring progress

• Advocate
• World Hepatitis Summit, Regional conferences

• Normative guidance
• Normative and policy work

• Technical support 
• Policy uptake in countries, implementation

• Access to diagnostics and medicines
• Price reporting, pre-qualification, patent landscape

• Hepatitis in UHC
• Hepatitis response within broader health agenda (Universal Health 

Coverage)

WHO/PAHO’s work and focus

WHO is the directing and coordinating authority on 
international health within the UN system.



• Number of countries with a viral hepatitis plan, 2012-2017

35

• Source: W HO, unpublished data 2017.

National planning for viral hepatitis
• 17 countries had a national plan in 

2012

• 82 countries have a national plan at 
end 2017

• The World Health Assembly 
resolutions, World Hepatitis Summit 
2015 and the global strategy have been 
important milestones
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Chronic hepatitis B in the Americas, 2016
• 3.9 (2.7-6.4) million people chronically infected

• 0.4% prevalence (0.3-0.6%) among general population 

• 10,000 new chronic infections in 2016
• 56% perinatal transmission

• Prevalence among 5 years old: 0.04%-0.1% 

• 31,000 deaths yearly are estimated to be due to HBV in the 
Americas (2015)

HBsAg+  Prevalence (%)

Total number of infected

Source: Polaris Observatory (http://www.polarisobservatory.com/)
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HBV cascade of care: The Americas, 2016



No. of 
Countries

Prevention Strategies for key pops

Treatment guidelines in line with WHO 
recommendations

Celebrate World Hepatitis Day

Goal of Eliminating Perinatal HBV

National Strategy and/or Plan for 
prevention,
care and control of Viral Hepatitis, (2019) 

Prevention Strategies for Healthcare Workers

Source: Hepatitis B and C in the Spotlight, PAHO 2016, 2017
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National Policies and Strategies for prevention and 
control of viral hepatitis 2017 



Hepatitis B elimination through maternal and child health platform 

• Leveraging on the EMTCT of HIV and syphilis
• Strong political commitment
• Public health approach
• EMTCT strengthening MCH

• Regional Frameworks: PAHO (2017) and 
WPRO (2018)

• EMTCT as a “milestone” for the elimination of 
HBV as a public health problem by 2030, as 
proposed to WHA in 2016

• Building on established hepatitis B 
vaccination programme

• Additional interventions: antenatal 
screening, addressing long term health of 
HBV-positive mother, potential use of 
maternal antiviral and hepatitis B 
immunoglobulin for exposed infants



Peru

Bolivia



Steps to mobilizing action in Mongolia

• Large public health threat
• Highly endemic HBV HCV and HDV
• National insurance scheme (covers 98% of 

population)

• Active community pressure
• Bipartisan political engagement (critical) 
• WHO/CDC/MoH partnership

• National programmatic assessment (2014)
• Investment case (2015/16)
• Calculation of national cascade (2017)
• Viral hepatitis Laboratory review (2017)
• Strategic Information review (2017)

Support is ongoing – Mongolia 
is now a global leader in 
hepatitis
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Base DAA $1200 - $100
over 5 years
DAAs $500 - $100 over 3 yrs
HI 40%
DAAs $500 - $100 over 3 yrs
HI 80%







Eliminating Hep B for our Next Generation


