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RATES OF ACUTE HEPATITIS C 
IN PHILADELPHIA



CHANGE OF AGE DISTRIBUTION OF HEPATITIS C CASES 
OVER YEARS 2007-2015



RATES OF ACUTE HEPATITIS A & B 
IN PHILADELPHIA



BACKGROUND

• PDPH estimates at least 5% of the Philly population has Hep A, B, C, and/or D… likely higher in PWID(people 
who inject drugs) 

• Hep A outbreaks across the country, why not in Philly? (have since had an increase in cases)

• Hep B has similar routes of transmission to Hep C, why are we not screening as aggressively for it?

• Hep C rates are rising quickly

• Are we on the brink of an outbreak like other big cities? Over reliance on past vaccination efforts?



WHAT WE HOPED TO GAIN

1. Understand these different infections in PWID in Philly

2. Understand how well vaccinated PWID are in Philly

3. Educate a high-risk population about viral hepatidities and prevention

4. Link People who are infected to care

5. Vaccinate vulnerable clients

6. Inform practice at PPP and across the city

7. Coordinate services with current C-Change project



HOW WE MADE IT HAPPEN

• Partnerships!

• Hepatitis doesn’t have resources but we have social capital

• Hep has worked to build relationships
• DDC
• PPP
• HBF



HARM REDUCTION 
AND SENSITIVITY



PREPARATION

1. Trainings for internal staff  to 
work at syringe service 
program

2. Worked with SSP staff  to 
smoothly integrate new 
service
1. We asked what they 

wanted

3. Coordinated with HBF with 
planning and staffing









PREVALENCE OF HEPATITIS A, B, C, D
Viral Hepatitides N=384 %

Hep A
Acute Infection 0 0.0
IgM Positive - No Case 1 0.3

Hep B
Current infection 7 1.8
Past/cleared infection 77 20.3
No infection 295 77.8

Hep C
Current infection 160 42.3
Past/cleared infection 46 12.2

Past or Current infection - status unknownƚ 19 5.0

No infection 153 40.5

Hep D
Past/present infection 4 1.1
No infection 375 98.9

All results  presented are preliminary and subject to change

*Where specimens were obtained and lab 
processing was completed
ƚ HCV Antibody available, no confirmatory RNA



IMMUNITY OF HEPATITIS A & B

Viral Hepatitides N=384 %

Hep A 
Susceptible 186 48.4

Immune - vaccine or past exposure 198 51.6

Hep B
Susceptible 148 40.9

Immune - vaccine 153 42.3

Immune - past exposure 61 16.9

Susceptible to Hep A & B 93 25.8

*Where specimens were obtained and lab processing was completed
All results  presented are preliminary and subject to change



TAKEAWAYS

Not as much current infection as expected

A lot of past infection/exposure

Lots of people with risk factors who are not vaccinated

We are missing opportunities to protect high risk people!

Can’t assume that everyone is vaccinated



FOLLOW  UP

VACCINATED SUSCEPTIBLE 
PARTICIPANTS AGAINST HEP A & B

LINKED HEP B & C POSITIVE PATIENTS 
TO CARE

WORKED WITH PREVENTION POINT 
PHILADELPHIA TO REINSTATE 

INDEPENDENT VACCINATION CAPACITY
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